SECRECY
but a tiny cell in a great organism which is in a state of evolution, and that his influence over his own acts or fate is very small. This fatality of life is continually referred to by Jesus. See what he says about the Tower of Siloam and, a needs be that offences must come, but woe unto them by whom they come." We suffer for the sins of our fathers, cc we reap that we did not sow." " Every man's fate have I written on his forehead, saith the Lord " is what the East says. A thinker once wrote : cc No man looking back on his life, however much he may regret certain incidents in it, will say conscientiously to himself that were he to live it over again he would be able to act very differently." And-the more you consider your own life and others', the more you see that our acts are very rarely individual ; they are universal, that is to say, due to world causes which no individual can control. Therefore to alter and improve the individual's acts, the whole fabric of government and civilisation has to be affected and changed.
But if this be so, and indubitably it is so, how can it be true that we are judged by our individual acts ? It is impossible. Tolstoy, too, had worked this out for himself. It is in Resurrection.
The act is bond. But for bond acts the individual is not responsible. What a man will be judged by are his ideas and intentions and thoughts which are free, and by such acts or modifications as are due not